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A Model for the Reading and Writins Process
This document is used as a guide for the ínterdisciplinary curriculum at the School of
Environmental Studies. It highlights the following belfefs that are congruent with the
Iatest literacy trends noted in the N ational Council of Teachers of English: "NCTE

. Similarly,
it reínforces the 2010 English Language Arts Standards focused on Literacy in Science
standards.

f ournals-Working Portfolios-Assessments-SES Portfolio (p. S)

1. Iournal
An example of a text-based journal assignment is provided. A series of both
observation-based ffield notes) and text-based journaling occurs at SES. (p. q ]
As noted in the new standards, the following skills are emphasized while reading
and journaling at SES:

. Gathering quotes.

. Citing sources.

. Recording and analyzing evidence.

. Analyzing structure.

. Drawing conclusions based on cited evidence.

Grading Strategy: Periodically (1-2 weeks) journals are evaluated using a rubric
like the one provided. Most journals are holistically graded-are the entries present
and to what degree are entries thoughtful and accurate. Marks on the rubric are
translated into letter grades, and then entered as percentages. (p. Ç)

2. Workins Portfolios

At SES students write working portfolios l--2 times a week. The purpose is to draw
conclusions from two or more journal entries.

A checklist is used to evaluate working portfolios-they must be brief and to the
point for easy grading fsee study of water checklist-most are driven by a
question-what question would the writer be answering? ). þ , U.l

Beliefs aboutthe Teaching of Writing." See:



Grading Strategies: At some point during the year, students may be evaluating
their own WPs, one another's, making selections as to which WP should be graded,
turning in 3 and only 1, or 2 would actually be graded. These are all strategies to
involve students in the evaluation process and ease up the grading for teachers.

Working Portfolios are to be written and not to be feared, Writing does not have to
be scar¡ but it can be when the necessary thinking is confused. Hence, it is a very
accurate way for teachers to evaluate students' understanding of material and
tweak curriculum accordingly.

On occasion, Working Portfolios can encourage dramatic synthesis. See
Pond/Lake Readings: Check for Understanding. Note the checklist on the front,
and the four questions and diagram on the back. tp. Z)

3. Assessments

The Rubric used for our formal essays is applied fairly universally. In our pond
study, it can be applied to our technical report with some minor revisions (ie
emphasizing a technical writing styleJ. It is used for essays on Biological Evolution
as well as Environmental Ethics. Sometimes we put it in the form of a checldist to
focus on certain skills and contenr. Lp . a)

4. SES Portfolio

At the end of each trimester, students are asked to look back at the learning and
evaluate the journaling, working portfolios, and assessments. Their purpose is to
evaluate some of their best and worst items while providing evidence for why it was
better or worse.

The goal is not only to evaluate their writing, but to make the higher level
connections between the trimester's learning.
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$øzra plo þv+rna,l En*r4
' Powd EooLog! Assigwyt+¿wt

îz¿r4LcrtLb¿r that bg thc cwd of thís studg, cach of gou shouLd hav¿ a soLíd
a^-swer to cach of thcsc qucstíaws- Begíw bg rcadíwg thc fotLowíwg:

Dennis, Bird in the \Uaterfoll ch- 13, pp. 167 -174 and rniddle of t80- 187
Then anstver the following questions in yourlàurnal, using BITW ch. l3 and other srrggested pages
inP&B(Cadu to )

- ¿ What are the characteristics of lentic freshrvater ecosystems, including ponds, lakes, and
rvetlands?
. What is a pond? (Caduro 54-56)
. Whar is a lake? (Caduro t 15)
. What are the *ãìo, r;"; oia ponanuke? (Caduto l lg-tzl)' What is succession iir.a pond/like (rhink rrophic srares)? (Caduto T9 and I t5- I l6)

. lVhat are the characteristics of water quality?
' How does water chemistry affect water quality? (Caduto 2L44 and 134-131

r What are the principle flora and fauna and other biological organisms of lentic freshrvater
systems and what are their adaptationsl
' Whai major aniinals live in the different zones of;alake? (C.adu1o 125-134)

wt'tat,,nuJor plants livè in rhe ¿in"r.nrronêJrr; úr.Ji (ä;ró ltl -ti\i'
. What ma3-oi animals'live in ponds? (Caduro gl-l05),

' '') . Whãi'are,t!u *4o. a".o.,ipôrlrs in pàntls? (Caduto 6l-62)' Cons.tlïct. a foo,s,web as yóu would èxpect to find it in a local lake or pond (include all
cornponents such'as producers, primary, secondary & tertíary consumers, deconiposers)?
(Caduro ch_2,3;4)

. l

: what is the geologic and human history of a given water body?. How are lakes formed? (Caduto I t6_l lg) '  : -
You should have these questions cômpteted in your journal by Monday, Sept. 29-
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Overall Ouality:
L. Please tape this grading sheet into

your journal as today's first entry.
2. Please flag with a post-ityour

Specialist Reading Notes.

Iournal Check
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Notes on Specialist Readings: ffhis was not graded on rhis journal check, uut wilr ueìex/Çeerc)
Good notes contain most of the following:

a- Your source (book, articre or speaker) is risted at the top with page #,s.
b- Specific quotations are cited with the page on which they were found. Rose
c' The question or prompt is rewritten or is embedded in the ansu/er for later reference.
d- There is detail enough to thoroughry answer a question or prompr-
e' Main ideas are highlighted and provide the frame for your notes.
f. Explanation/illustration/examplãs clarify main ideas.
g' Diagrams or sketches may be used, especially for scientific concepts/information.
h' Notes follow an outline sfyle or are otherwisà broken up for 

"ury 
å"""rribility. (Large blocks

oftext can be hard to access later-)
i' Note-taker includes questions or question marks about material that need clarification.

A
Exemplarv

B
Proflcient

C
Adequa te

D
Substandard

F

tat ions
Meets

Expectations
Minimally Meets

Expectat ions
Expectations Not

Ouite Met
Expectations No

Àvf ofNearly all entries
have been
completed.

Most entries have
been completed.

Some enfries have
been completed-

Some entries have
been completed-

Few or no entries
have been
completed-Work is accurate,

detailed, &
indicates
meticulous effort
and sustained
thought-

w'orK ¡s accurate,
detailed, and shor¡s
evidence of
thought- Most
items are of high

gualiry-

Work is accurate,
detailed, and
sincere effort is
shown- Work is of
inconsistent
quality.

Work is not
accurate or
detailed- Thought
and effort appear
minimal.

Work is
inconsistent or
shoddy- Litt le
evidence ofthought
or efFort-



Studv of Water Name
Summary Essay dtrc 9120102

You have completed several readings and journal entries about the nutrient cycles and
trophic states of lakes:

. Minnesota's Natural Heritage (197-202)

. Chemical Structure of Lakes
o Pond and Brook.(28-35)
. Lake Classif,rcation: Trophic Status

'il'ask
. Review all of the above-mentioned readings and joumal entri'es.
. Explain in a short essay (roughly I page, word processed) where, when and why

the process of eutrophication occurs-

A High Quality Essay Includes: + ./

Definition of eutrophication
Understanding of why eutrophication
occurs
Understanding of what happens
within eutrophic lakes
Where eutrophication occurs in MN
Quotations and examples, in SES
format from readings to support your
hvpothesis
Well-developed parasraphs
An effective whole with introduction.
bodv paraqraphs and conclusion

6



Na*et- Name:
Pond/Lake Readings: Check for Understanding

l(orkíng Portfolio
AcL 4' 2007

Introdaction
After reading and annotating chapters and excerpts from various readings on ponds and lakes, rve need to be
able to transfer our understanding ûom the text, to the real rvorld. Ideally our reports rvill help cify r.vater
ofrcials to care and maintain these local environments.

Please drar¡, on the text book knowledge you have of the following pond and lake readings in order to
ans\'r'er the prompt below:

i "[Jnderstanding Lake Data" authors: Shaw, Mechenich, and Klessig
I l0i2 Lake Ecology II Class Notes (wittr marginalia)

What information is needed in order to understand and evaluate
the water quality of a pond or lake?

Criteriø
+ 0

Student names and pods are on the upper left corner.
Attached graphic is well developed; the foru questions are
answered.
Content: Selected information displays a keen understanding of
the readings' content.
Connections: Students articulate connections between the
questions (at minimum 4)-
Evidence/Sources: Information is drawn from all three sources.

Citations: Information is cited correctly, r.vhether a direct quote
or a paraphrased citation: For example: (Tester 116).

to Take
l. Study the graphic to see what you are trying to answer-
2- Organize your notes and identify(hightighQ items that you want to include-
3- Start entering information (with correct quotes and authors) into the graphic.


